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1843—1926

David Binger Hermann was born on 19 February 1843 at Lonaconing, Allegany County, 
Maryland, the second child of 12 born to Dr. Heinrich Mazzeny and Elizabeth (Hopkins) 
Herman. His older brother Ernest was born on 15 October 1841 and died less than two weeks 
later1, so David was the oldest growing up. Siblings Theobold Mannell (1845—1928), Amalia 
Thursnelda (1846—1846), Washington Polk (1848--1899) Jefferson Kazzuth (1849--1850), 
Cass Mazzeny (1851--1936), Otilla (Nellie) Thursnelda (1854--1934), and Franklin Pierce 
(1856--1834) were all born in Maryland, and Henry Hopkins (1859--1880), Sophia Maria Ellen 
(1862—1934) and Ernest William (1864--1927) were born in Broadbent, Coos County, 
Oregon.2 

Binger went to rural grade schools in Maryland, where his father practiced medicine, and 
graduated from the Independent Academy in Manchester Maryland. The town of Manchester, 
officially incorporated in 1834, and was originally known as "Manchester Germantown.” The 
town is known for a large white oak tree near the Lutheran Church. The oak was already a fair 
sized tree in 1758, when King George III granted a charter to German colonists to erect a 
church near the tree.3

In the spring of 1858, a small group of business associates, all tied together by membership 
in fraternal and civic organizations, met in Baltimore to discuss the possibilities of moving to 
Oregon in the hope of acquiring good land and a healthful place to raise their children.  Dr. 
Hermann was chosen to scout out the country, and his first stop was to visit General Joseph 
Lane, senator-elect from Oregon to obtain letters of introduction. Dr. Hermann proceeded to 
book passage on a mail steamer, and arrived in San Francisco after crossing the Isthmus of 
Panama. He then proceeded overland to the Rogue River Valley, stopping at Jacksonville and 
then moving along to the Umpqua Valley, where he stopped in Roseburg. At the Land Office 
in Roseburg, Dr. Hermann met John Yoakum, an original settler in the coastal Coquille Valley, 
and returned to the coast with him. After looking at the rich country, Dr. Hermann decided that 
this was where the Baltimore Company should settle. He returned to San Francisco by 
steamer, and then retraced his journey back to Baltimore, arriving in the spring of 1859.4

By April 11, the Company had assembled, and left on the steamer “Northern Light.” The 
company arrived in San Francisco 7 May 1859, and bought tools and supplies and boarded 
the steamer “Columbia” for the last leg of their trip to Port Orford. They then set out for the 
mouth of the Coquille, and proceeded by boat up the river to the area of then Coquille City.5 
John S. Dulley, an early settler in Coos County, remarked in the late 1890s that Dr. Herman 
and his Baltimore Company provided “the first impetus to actual settlement and industry in the 
Coquille Valley.”6 

1 L. E. Hanley in Rootsweb file 30043, quoting from a birth and death certificate authored by Ernest's parents at 
the time.

2 Ibid.
3 “Manchester, Maryland,” Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchester,_Maryland : accessed 2 Dec 

2011)
4 Binger Hermann, The Baltimore Company and Pioneer Recollections, taken from the original notes of the 

Honorable Binger Hermann, (Coquille : Baltimore Colony Centennial Committee, 1959),
5 Ibid.
6 Dodge, Pioneer History of Coos and Curry Counties, p. 28

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchester,_Maryland


In May of 1860. Binger, then 17, applied to county superintendent of schools and after an 
examination, was given the following license:

“I hereby certify that Mr. Binger Hermann is qualified to teach the branches 
required by law in the common schools.”
E. Cunningham,

School Superintendent for Coos County, Oregon
Dated May 7, 1860.7

Not satisfied with teaching, Binger took up the profession of the law, and was admitted to the 
bar in Oregon in 1866 and that same year was elected to the Oregon House of 
Representatives.  In 1866 he went to San Francisco and joined John B. Felton, a noted 
attorney, to complete his law education. On returning to Oregon in 1868, he started practicing 
law in Oakland, Douglas County, Oregon8, and married Flora Ann Tibbetts on Jun 7 of that 
year. Flora was the seventh of ten children born to Jonathan Snow  and  Mary (Redding) 
Tibbetts.  [She is also a Mayflower descendant, from Stephen Hopkins through his daughter, 
Constance, and son-in-law Nicholas Snow].

According to his entry in the Biographical Directory of the United States Congress, 1774-
2005, he served the state of Oregon

“member of the State house of representatives 1866-1868; served in the State 
senate 1868-1870; deputy collector of internal revenue for southern Oregon 
1868-1871; receiver of public moneys at the United States land office in 
Roseburg, Oreg., 1871-1873; colonel Oregon State Militia 1882-1884; appointed 
by President McKinley Commissioner of the General Land Office and served 
from March 27, 1897, until February 1, 1903, when he resigned; elected as a 
Republican to the Forty-ninth and to the five succeeding Congresses (March 4, 
1885-March 3, 1897); chairman, Committee on Irrigation of Arid Lands (Fifty-
fourth Congress); was not a candidate for renomination in 1896; again elected 
to the Fifty-eighth Congress to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Thomas 
H. Tongue; reelected to the Fifty-ninth Congress and served from June 1, 1903, 
to March 3, 1907; was not a candidate for renomination in 1906; resumed the 
practice of law and engaged in literary pursuits in Roseburg, Oreg.”

Binger Herman died on 15 April 1926, in Roseburg, Douglas County, Oregon, at the 
age of 83. 9 He is buried Roseburg Memorial Gardens, Roseburg. 10 He was survived 
by his wife, Flora, and 4 of their 7 children. 

7 Hermann, The Baltimore Company, p. 30
8 Biographical Directory of the United States Congress, 1774-2005, (Washington, DC : Government Printing 

Office, 2005).
9 Oregon Death Index, entry for Binger Herman, Douglas County death certificate no. 58
10 Findagrave.com, memorial #6921216, to Binger Hermann.




